
Starlight Express 
Starlight Quilters Guild 

On the web at www.starlightquilters.com 

Starlight Quilt Guild  
Officers and Committees: 

 

President: Margaret Welch 

Vice-President: Janette Sheldon 

Past President: Rosie Brinker 

Secretary: Janet Wikle 

Treasurer: Sue Howard/ Asst: Chris Haubein 
 

       Membership: Michele Fix  

Historian: Susan Wagner  

Newsletter: Michelle Cour 

Website: TBD 

Hospitality: Opal Yarnell 

Door Prizes: Cyndy O’Rourke 

Humor Presentation: Mary Funk/Shirley Lewis 

Show and Tell Ribbons: Mary Funk 

Librarians: Cheryl Tomson/Connie Passaro 

Fundraising/Raffle: Deb McCurnin /Beverly Renner 

Guild Challenge: Shirley Lewis/Karen Edwards 

Guild Project:  Donna di Natale  

Program Chair: Sandy Fey/Donna di Natale 

Workshops: Donna di Natale  

Opportunity Quilt: Karen Edwards/Peggy Skaith 

Opportunity Quilt Tickets: Victoria Foley 

KCRQF Representative: Kim Cawthon 

Retreats: Donna Holloway 

Community Services Projects:  

Project Linus: Lea Robrahn/Mary Honas/Opal Yarnell 

Project Warm Embrace: Donna Di Natale/Renee Arnett 
 

Quilt Show  

Co-Chairs: Kim Cawthon/Janette Sheldon 

Boutique: Peggy Skaith/Donna di Natale  

Vendors: Chrysa Zinser 

Publicity: Janice Mc Kee 

Hanging: Susan Tuttle 

Registration: Donna Holloway 

President's Message 
  

Generous- showing a readiness to 
give more than is necessary or 
expected. 
 

Did you ever think about how 
generous Starlight Quilt Guild is?  It is demonstrated 
every month by members who make quilts for Project 
Linus and Project Warm Embrace.  How about the 
number of members making Dream Bags, items for the 
boutique, or a snack to share at the food table?  
Consider those who man the greeting table, food 
table, or library each month. They are generous with 
their time.  Of course we can't forget the committee 
chairs and members who generously give their time 
each month.  The Bucket Babes generously organize 5 
buckets each month for guild members to take a 
chance at winning a bountiful bucket. 
 

Think about how different our guild would be without 
the generosity of everyone who contributes in some 
shape or form over the course of the year.  We might 
not have wonderful speakers to give programs about 
quilting that we enjoy. There might not be retreats or 
workshops for the guild members. Would we be able 
to meet on a monthly basis if we couldn't afford to pay 
for the space where we meet? Kids in our area would 
not feel the comfort of a quilt made and given to them 
or have a bag to carry their few possessions in when 
they are removed from an unsavory situation. 
 

That isn't our reality. We do have people who are 
involved and generous with their time, money, fabric, 
etc. to help Starlight Quilt Guild be the great guild that 
it is.  I encourage you as a member to continue to 
contribute to the guild's generosity. Thank you to 
those generous members currently contribute to make 
our guild continue to be the best it can be. 

Margaret Welch 

 

July 2018 



  SQG Treasurer's Report 
      June 30, 2018 

             Submitted by Sue Howard   

    

    

 Beginning Checkbook Balance 17,833.86  

 Petty Cash             60.00  

 Certificate of Deposit 6081.05            

                                             Cash Balance   $         23,974.91 

    

Income 2019 Program BV Quilt Guild 224.00  
 Bucket Brigade 194.00  
 Membership 180.00  
 Opportunity Quilt 110.00  

 Retreats 945.00  
 Warm Embrace Donation 150.00  

 Welcome 3.00  

 Total Income  $             1,806.00 
Expenses Newsletter 48.06  

 Other expenses - 2019 program 753.00  

 Other expenses - Meeting set-up 40.00  

  Rent 225.00  

 Library 24.62  

 KS Annual Report 40.00  

 Total Expenses  $              1130.68 

    

 Ending Checkbook Balance $18,509.18  

 Petty Cash         60.00  

Certificate of Deposit    6,081.05  

   
Cash Balance 6/30/2018  $          24,650.23 

Hospitality 
Committee 

 
Toni Anderson and Karen 
Huffman will be your greeters 
this month, and Kim Cawthon 
along with Cheryl Diebold will be 
supervising the refreshment 
table.  

 

The following members have a 
birthday in July. Each is 
requested to please bring a 
sweet or savory dish for the 

  AccuQuilt Work/Sew Day 
 

Come use the Guild’s AccuQuilt cutter at a sew day Saturday, 

August 4th from 9:30 to 2:30 at Lackman Library.  If you haven’t had 

a chance to try it, you’ll be amazed at how quickly multiple pieces 

can be cut.  We have added several new templates, including a car, 

birds, train, numbers, and the 8” rag cutter, in addition to the 

flowers, squares, triangles, circles, and tumbler we already had.    

 

Bring fabric, fusable (if you want to use it), and your creative ideas. 

We’ll also have some fabric and fusable available.  If you have your 

own AccuQuilt cutter or templates you’d like to share, we’d love it.  

You can cut for yourself or to provide items for the boutique.  Or 

you’re welcome to just bring your machine to sew while visiting 

with a fun group of fellow quilters. 

Amy Senatore 

Charlya Cooley 

Connie Moore 

Diane Fessler 

Deborah Mc Curnin 

Dana Switzer 

Freda Smith 

Michele Dowdell 

Michele Fix 

Pam Lanza 

Sharon Slusher 

Jody Tomlinson 



The Library Corner  
 

Thanks to our speaker, Linda Pumphrey, for the donation of her books 

“Mountain Mist Historic Quilts” and “Red and White Quilts”, both available to 

check out.  We have a number of books related to quilt history.  Remember 

we also have over 50 quilt-related fiction titles for you to enjoy during these 

hot summer days.   

 

As Connie and I have updated the list of quilt books available, we noticed 

that several have been missing for some time, so be sure to check at home 

to see if you’ve overlooked returning any.  And as always, let us know if there 

are titles you’d like us to add to the collection. 
 

Your librarians, Cheryl Tomson & Connie Passaro 

July Program: Patricia Beaver 
Aunt Martha and her Evil Twin 

 
Who was Aunt Martha? Was she a real person? And how did this 
company manage to stay in business for over 80 years?  
 
Patricia Beaver will answer these questions and share the story of 
her evil twin. (Don’t you sometimes feel like we all have one?)  
Many samples of vintage and new quilts created using Aunt 
Martha’s patterns will be shown along with quilts made from kits 
by other companies.  
 
This program is sure to be a trip down memory lane, so we hope 
you’ll be there for this program. 

 

The Bucket Babes have Hot Deals for You! 
 

Hot time, summer in the city, starlight quilters looking talented and 
pretty..... I am sure that is the way that song should be.  Speaking of 
hot, the bucket babes are hot, hot, hot!  Hot for fun, hot for prizes 
and hot for great speakers.  This month the buckets will be filled with 
so many fun items you won't be able to resist taking a chance say 
"that's me" when we call your number.   
 
Do you love fat quarters? Who doesn't?  We will have bunches of them, along with gadgets, patterns, books 
and even something for the embroidery lover.  So stay cool and come visit the back corner where there is 
always a hot time.  It won't cost you more than a tube of sunscreen to join in the fun, because $5.00 will get 
you 6 tickets and $1.00 will give you a lucky chance (and it won't burn a hole in your pocket).  If course, when 
you buy before the meeting, we give you even more chances for fun.  The Starlight Quilters are the true hot 
quilters, because they are fun, talented, and so  generous.  Thank you so much for your generosity in tickets 
and donations.  We couldn't do this without you all. 



A Stitch in Time 
2018 Quilt Show Report 

 
 

Your quilt show folks continue to work diligently to bring you a great 2018 quilt show.  
We are pleased to announce that Bernina will be furnishing six machines for charity sew 
at the quilt show.  Anyone can sit and put in a stitch of two to help either of our 
charities.  If you'd like to help, contact Renee Arnett who is in charge. 

 

Right now we need two people.  We need someone to take charge of the entries so there's a better 
continuity of information.  This will be an easy sit down job.  We also need someone to take charge of 
getting volunteers to work the show.  Again, this is an easy job (well, easy if you don't mind begging...)  Sign
-ups for volunteers will hopefully be done at the August meeting.  So this position is time sensitive.  Please 
contact either myself (Janette Sheldon) or Kim Cawthon if you will do either of these jobs.    
 

Remember the entry form for the quilts is on line and forms will also be available at guild.  The deadline for 
entry is Sept. 14th by snail mail, and the 21st on line.  Your quilt doesn’t have to be finished until the show. 
 

Set up date is Thursday, September 27th.  For those of you involved in the guild challenge, those little quilts 
will be transported after guild directly to the show. 
 

Additional reminders - make something for the boutique.  That's where we make most of our money.   
Also, be thinking about what you want to make for the bake sale. Lots of people will want something tasty 
to munch on after viewing all the gorgeous quilts. 

 

Starlight 2018 Quilt Show Boutique 
 

Hello quilters!  We have a great start on handmade items for our 
quilt show boutique this year, but we need more! If you are 
wondering what to create, keep these things in mind.  Our quilt 
show attendees will be getting a head start on their holiday 
shopping, or perhaps stocking up on baby shower gifts, or goodies 
for their grandchildren.  Perhaps they’ll be thinking of something 
handy and adorable for their kitchen, like these cute quilted pot 
holders.  
 
I tend to look for ideas on the internet, and if you do too, search for me-Peggy Skaith- on Pinterest – I have 
a board called “Crafty Boutique Items” that is filled with clever projects that I’ve found around the web.  If 
the library is more your speed, try searching for “sewing gifts” and you’ll find a list of great books with 
simple projects. My head is spinning with ideas! I’m trying to tear myself away from the computer screen 
so I can get to my sewing room! 

Quilt Show Entry Forms 
 

The entry form is on our website under 2018 Quilt Show. Print out a hard copy and fill out the form; or 
complete it within a PDF software (Adobe PDF, CutePDF, etc.).  Simply open the document in Adobe, type 
in your information, then print or save it with a new file name onto your desktop. Please do not try to open 
this file with MSWord, MS Excel etc. Email the PDF you generated or a scan of your handwritten entry form 
to stitchintimeshow@gmail.com; or send a hard copy of either form by snail mail to Donna Holloway,  
6400 W 183rd St, Stilwell, KS 66085 

mailto:stitchintimeshow@gmail.com
https://maps.google.com/?q=6400+W+183rd+St,+Stilwell,+KS+66085&entry=gmail&source=g


Thank You!  Thank You!! 
I love it that we’re almost there! Since we last put out a call for volunteers, 4 people 
stepped up, leaving just 4 more slots to fill. Won’t you help us by taking one? 
 

I'm pleased to report Pam Lanza has volunteered to take care of door prizes, Christine Foo 
will help with library, Jannette Luehring has agreed to help Mary Honas with 2019 
programs, and Pam Avara  (one of our newest members) will take care of festival quilt 
registration.  That only leaves a few spots left to be filled for next year.   2019 vacancies 
include the following: 
 

Vice President  - We can't do business without one. 
Historian  - We really should preserve our history. 
Website  - Cassie would really like to quit. 
Workshops  - We know you love them, but somebody has to plan them. 
 

Out of a guild of 150 members, surely somebody would like to step up and take one of these prize jobs.  Most 
of them could be done by more than one person, so consider teaming up with a friend.  Please contact me 
for further information or to volunteer. Janette Sheldon 913 486 5694 or granola1000@gmail.com 

Something Completely Different  
 2018 Quilt on a Stick Challenge!   

 

The challenge is to make a  little gem of a quilt, and put it on a stick.  Fun, huh?  
The rules are thus: 
 
 Size - No larger than 8" x 9" 
 Theme - Your choice - make anything you want. 
 Requirements - at least 2" of the stick must extend from the bottom. More 

than 2” might be better. 
 There must be a vertical sleeve on the back to hold the stick.   
 The craft sticks will be provided.  See Karen Edwards to get a stick. 
 You may decorate the sticks if you want.   
 Feel free to embellish the quilt as much as you want, or not at all. 
 Due Date - September guild meeting.  This gives you lots of time to get those creative juices flowing. 
 
Make it funky, inspirational, humorous, sentimental or any other vibe you’d like to give your entry.  
 
We can’t wait to see what you all come up with! 

Starlight’s Fat Quarter Exchange 
Another good month for the far quarter exchange.  Becky Edson walked off with 
25 purple fat quarters - that's 6.25 yards of fabric. 
 
For the month of July, Becky has called blue.  So get your blue fat quarters ready 
for the July draw.  Remember, every fat quarter you bring gives you a chance to 
win them all. 



 

Project Warm Embrace  

  
Co-Chairs, Renee Arnett (913) 262-0908 

and Donna diNatale (816) 509-6948 
http://www.starlightquilters.com/project_warm_embrace 

 
This month we’d like to showcase our gratitude to the contributions 
made by so very many to our guild’s efforts for Project Warm Embrace.  
First and foremost, we’d like to thank all of the members of Starlight who 
have donated quilts and/or Dream Bags.   
 

To date, our guild has donated 78 quilts and 200 Dream Bags to Project Warm Embrace!  Wowza!  Your 
kindness is truly appreciated!!!  
 

Thank you shop owners Maria & Connie of First City Quilts in Leavenworth for donating child friendly 
fabric panels, precut fabric pieces and flannel backing fabric for about 20 quilts.  A special thank you 
to SQG member Christine Foo for volunteering to sew several quilt tops.  If anyone would like to 
volunteer to do machine quilting, please let Renee or Donna know of your interest.   

Thank you to Kathy McPheeters, the online quilt shop owner sponsoring a Going Out of Business Sale 
in June, who donated an entire box of handmade brightly colored pillowcases.  These pillowcases 
will easily be turned into Dream Bags simply by adding casing, parachute cord and a toggle lock to 
each. 

Thank you to Lisa Pinkston, owner of The Village Stitchery quilt shop in Oblong Illinois.  At a recent 
weeklong quilting retreat, Lisa donated 6 yards of child friendly fabrics to Renee Arnett to make 
Dream Bags.  Check out the shop on their website at http://www.villagestitchery.com/ 

Thank you to the Rotary Club of Shawnee Mission for their generous contribution of $150 for the 
purchase of toggle locks and parachute cord for Dream Bags.  Up to this point, Renee and Donna 
have been supplying them to interested SQG members.   At their July 11 weekly meeting, Renee and 
Donna gave a brief presentation about Project Warm Embrace, our guild’s history and involvement 
in community service, and brought examples of donated quilts and Dream Bags for Show & Tell.    

Thank you again to First City Quilts, Prairie Point and Sunflower Embroidery Quilt Shop, three local 
quilt shops who agreed to partner with our guild for Project Warm Embrace.   They have agreed to 
help educate quilters about Project Warm Embrace, sponsor Sew Days for quilters to gather and 
work on both quilts and Dream Bags for Project Warm Embrace, and serve as a drop off location.  In 
the coming months, we will be scheduling Project Warm Embrace Sew Days at these shops. 

Children and teens enter foster care through no fault of their own, because they are abused, neglected, or 
abandoned and are unable to continue living safely with their families.  According to the most recent 
federal data, there are currently more than 400,000 children in foster care in the United States.  The 
average age of a child in foster care is more than 8 years old, and there are slightly more boys than girls.   
All of these children have experienced loss and some form of trauma.  In other ways, foster children are no 
different from children who aren’t in foster care: they are learning and growing, like to play and hang out 
with friends their age, and need the love and stability a permanent home provides.   
 

Your donation of a quilt (45x60 or larger) or Dream Bag to Project Warm Embrace can help make a 
difference for a foster care child in Northeast Kansas.                        

 

 The next SQG meeting is Tues, July 24th, 7 PM  OP Lutheran Church 

http://www.starlightquilters.com/project_warm_embrace
http://www.villagestitchery.com/


Project Linus 
 

Mary Honas     Opal Yarnell    Lea Robrahn 
 

The best blanket size at which most children would be served measures between 40” by 40” and 40” by 50.  
Most of the kits offered at both Starlight and Harper’s address this need. The size is approximate, and 
variation is allowed. Remember, we provide love, a sense of security, warmth, and comfort to children who 
are seriously ill, traumatized, or otherwise in need through the gifts of new, handmade blankets.   
 
Our blankets from Starlight Guild and Harper’s work night are checked, repaired, labeled, then bagged each 
month.  The blankets are taken by another Project Linus volunteer to Children’s Mercy Hospital South, St 
Joseph Medical Center, Johnson County Department of Children and Family, and University of Kansas 
Hospital. Recently, the Kansas City police department requested blankets. We always need more! 
 
Since between 80 and 200 Project Linus blankets go through Starlight and Harper’s every few months, there 
are a few recurring issues that need addressing.   
 

*When quilting a blanket, a quilting should be between 6 and 8 inches apart both horizontally and 
vertically.  This includes blankets made with Minky or fleece. 

 
*ALWAYS check for pins!  My collection is growing…. 
 
*If you have animals, PLEASE use a masking tape roller to clean the blanket before donating.  Even if 

animals are not allowed in the sewing room, fur clings to everything. 
   
Please bring us Best Choice labels, the Price Chopper store brand. This activity helps to supply the 

Project Linus labels for blankets. 
 
Harper’s next work night is August 7, 2018 from 6-8 pm. Call 913-648-2739 to register. 

 
For additional patterns: 
Project Linus: Kansas City Chapter:  http://www.projectlinuskc.org/ 
Project Linus National Organization: http://projectlinus.org/ 
 
 
The quilts pictured below are called Riding the Rails and Big Blocks. 
 

http://www.projectlinuskc.org/
http://projectlinus.org/


Advertisements 
 

Machine Quilting - Machine Quilting by Karen - Let me help you finish all those tops! Low pricing, full Long 
Arm services – all over designs or custom quilting 913-638-4625 Karen Huffman or email me at 
karen7315@gmail.com 

 

Machine Quilting - Machine Quilting, all styles of quilting from simple hand-guided designs to custom 
creations; Guild members: I will piece your backing at no extra charge!   

EspeciallyQuilts@att.net,  or 913-341-0525 Peggy Skaith 
 

 

Amy Senatore’s  quilt shop, City’s Edge, classes and more. http://www.citysedgestudio.com 

616 W. Main Street  Warsaw, MO 65355 Mon-Fri: 10a-5p; Sat: 9 am-3 pm 

 

Donna’s Singer Service - Does your Featherweight need a good cleaning and oiling? Or is it not sewing like it 
should? Let me clean and service your machine for you. I service Singer models 15, 99, 221, 222, and 301. 
Reasonable fees and timely service.  Donna di Natale, dinatale@att.net 

 

Custom Machine Embroidery - quilt labels, towels, gifts, T-shirts, logos etc. Fast turnaround time on orders. 
Judy Brennan 913-451-8997 or by email at jbrennan2@kc.rr.com 

Boutique items suggestions   Peggy Skaith     especiallyquilts@gmail.com   913-341-0525 
 
Free Patterns and instructions: 
 
Sewdaily.com     If you sign up for the daily newsletter you can then go to the home page and download free patterns 
from the “patterns” tab. This is sponsored by Stitch magazine, and you will NOT get junk mail if you sign up. 
 
KnitAndCrochetNow.com     I found this one through the PBS series “Knit and Crochet Now” . You can download free 
patterns as well as shop for patterns, they also have a blog and lots of good information. 
 
KnittingDailyTV.com      Also on PBS, there are lots of free patterns available.  I haven’t noticed any spam resulting 
from signing up for any websites connected to public television. 
 
YouTube.com      Plug in any search you want and you’ll find many people who like to share their skills. 

 
Others are: 
 
LionBrand.com 
CoatsandClark.com 
Burdastyle.com 
Sewing.about.com 
AllPeopleQuilt.com 
Sewing.org 
 
There are many more sites that say “free patterns” but you have to wade through lots of advertisements to 

get to the good stuff, if you have time and patience.  

mailto:karen7315@gmail.com
mailto:EspeciallyQuilts@att.net

